Literacy Action Corps of Columbia
Spring 2014

Welcome, New Tutors!

Mark Your
Calendars!
NEW
Spring Tutor
Training Sessions
Begin in February
Literacy Action Corps will host
Tutor training sessions:

LAC welcomes its new tutors! In the ELL program, 5 students
received their certificates: (clockwise) Jan Ritter, Denny Fox,
Debbie Hamilton, Judith Brown, and Dr. Della Streaty-Wilhoit.
These new tutors completed the Fall 2013 training session with
Shirley Colbert and Sara Clark. The tutors were able to work
with students; below, Judith Brown is pictured with student
Jayoung Kim and her husband Jungsub Shin, and Denny Fox is
pictured with Sung-Oh.

February 8th, 15th, and 22nd
9AM – 1:00PM
First Baptist Church
All training sessions are
required for prospective tutors.
The deadline for registration is
February 5th.
Literacy Action Corps
of Columbia
P.O. Box 7105
Columbia, MO 65205
(573) 442-4280

During the Spring 2013 sessions, there were three students
who received their certificates, one in ELL and two in ABL:
Christina Hendrix (ELL) and Mitchell Tucker and Mary
Neskladek (ABL). Congratulations, new tutors!
The Spring 2014 session begins on February 8th; save the
date and share the date!
Literacy Action Corps of Columbia is a non-profit organization founded in 1968. It is affiliated nationally with
ProLiteracy Worldwide, and is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors.

Tutor Tips and Tools
In LAC's Summer-Fall 2013 newsletter, long-time LAC tutor Margaret Ruvalcaba shared some
“Tutor Tips and Tools.” In this installment, Margaret shares a few more “Tutor Tips and Tools”.
As Columbia endures the last of winter, a visit to Ragtag Cinema is a
warm way to spend a chilly afternoon or an evening. Ragtag
frequently shows foreign films. Watching a film together in your
student's native language or set in your student's home country can
spark a conversation about differences in language and culture.
Check with your student to see whether he or she has already seen
the film or has an interest in seeing it. Each fall, Ragtag hosts its
Passport Series, which highlights international films.
When spring rolls around, you and your student
can make a morning of a trip to the community's
farmer's markets. A visit to either the Columbia Farmer's Market or the
Boone County Farmer's Market (or both!) can be an opportunity to
discover new foods and learn new vocabulary. A visit to the farmer's
market introduced Margaret's own student to gourds for the first time.
The Columbia Farmer's Market holds a winter market inside Parkade
Plaza. In April, the Columbia Farmer's Market opens at the ARC parking
lot and the Boone County Farmer's Market opens at the parking lot of
the Health Department building at Worley and West Boulevard.
Any time of year, make room in your schedule with your student to explore and visit the MKT
Trail. Explaining the history of the MKT Trail is an opportunity to discuss U.S. and local history
and nature. Trace the MKT Trail on a map together with your student. Point out the many river
towns, including Rocheport, Boonville, or Arrowrock. Trace the trail through Columbia and find
familiar locations for your student. When the weather permits, visit the MKT trail together. If
possible, consider a visit to one of the river towns—perhaps take in a play at Arrow Rock!
Some of the best tutoring techniques come from our fellow tutors. Please share your favorite tips
and tools for success to be included in future issues of this newsletter. We can all learn from
each other!
Please e-mail ideas to laccolumbia@yahoo.com or send them to LAC at P. O. Box 7105,
Columbia, MO, 65205-7105.

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM TUTORS
In order to make our annual report to ProLiteracy, we need to know many hours you have
spent on LAC tutoring during 2013. Included with this newsletter is a Recording and
Attendance calendar to be used for recording your tutoring hours. Please complete the
enclosed form and deposit in the drop-box at the First Baptist Church – Literacy Center
or mail to: Literacy Action Corps, P.O. Box 7105, Columbia, MO 65205. You may also
email the completed form to laccolumbia@yahoo.com. Estimates of time spent with your
student are fine. Thank you!

Thank
you!
A very special
“THANK YOU!”
to our 2013 donors:
First Baptist Church (for
in-kind contributions)
The First Presbyterian
Church
Jeanette Elfrank Trust
Joan Watson
Machens Family
Charitable Fund
Pascucci Trust
Rosa England
Shelter
InsuranceFoundation

.

Literacy News
For a personal reflection on the issue of adult literacy, look
no further than the book “Last Reader Standing: The Story
of a Man Who Learned to Read at 54.” Archie Willard
presents his struggle to confront and conquer his
challenges with literacy. The story follows Archie's early
difficulties as a young student to the moment he was
forced to admit, to himself and others, that at the age of
54 he could not read. The story traces Archie's difficult
journey to achieve literacy, including his understanding
and acceptance of his newly discovered dyslexia.
Archie's personal experience is
an encouraging story that
“teaches readers the value of
persistence and hard work.”1
The book does not shy from
highlighting
the
enduring
problem of illiteracy in the U.S.

Literacy's
importance
in
achieving one's full potential is a
focus of the book and of Archie's
newfound activism: Archie works to raise literacy
awareness. He has collaborated with literacy groups
throughout Iowa and the U.S. to address literacy.
Archie's book is an inspiring and informative personal
story.
In other news, the GED Testing Service released a new
testing program for 2014. The new test is based on the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS). According to
ProLiteracy's white paper on the changes, the new GED
test and CCSS will encourage greater standardization
between states for adult education and literacy and help
better prepare students for careers and further education. 2

Many teaching materials will be increasingly based on the CCSS to
prepare students for the new GED test. Missouri recently opted to use
HiSet, an alternative high school equivalency test, rather than the new
GED test.3 The test is less costly. LAC tutors will have access to New
Readers Press training materials and use the Laubauch method when
helping adult students prepare for the HiSet However, new and additional
testing materials may be needed as LAC, its tutors, and its students learn
more about the new HiSet.
1
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Student Success Story
LAC works with ABL students with a wide range of skills and backgrounds. Tutor Mary Nesladek
shares the success story of her ABL student, Steven.
For many ABL students, making the decision to seek assistance from a resource like LAC can be
difficult. For Steven, the decision had been in the making for a while. He had always felt that he had
been “passed along” at his private high school. Although he received his high school diploma, it didn't
represent a full education—Steven felt his reading skills were not what they should be. He had tried
improving his reading alone, with his wife, and with other tutors, but nothing quite worked.
Steven found LAC through a friend of his wife's and was paired with Mary. Together, they began
working through the first Laubauch book series. Both Steven and Mary were surprised at his quick
progress; Steven was initially certain that his reading skills were very low. It was encouraging for
Steven to discover that he was at a higher reading level. While Steven still feels he reads at a low
reading level, he isn't discouraged.
Steven and Mary try to meet once per week at the
If you and your student have a tutoring
library. Repetition is key. Another useful technique
story or experience to share, please
is to segment each tutoring session. They typically
email laccolumbia@yahoo.com or mail
open a session by reading aloud from a book; they
LAC at P.O. Box 7105, Columbia, MO,
move to a lesson from the Laubauch Way to
65205.
English series and complete an exercise; then
they return to reading from the book. This pattern
helps Steven stay engaged and improves his concentration. According to Steven, the best way to
improve literacy is taking it one step at a time and not being daunted by the task. Steven likens it to a
pile of dishes—the pile may seem impossible to clean, but by cleaning one plate at a time, the pile
disappears.
By improving his literacy, Steven believes he will become more confident and will have new
opportunities. In his current employment, some of his duties will be helped by improved reading
skills. It will take persistence and hard work, but Steven is well on his way to improving his abilities.

Appreciation Dinner
On a chilly evening this past fall, LAC tutors and board members met to share a
delicious dinner and friendly company in a comfortable new setting The annual
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner was held for the first time at The First Presbyterian
Church, with food provided by Country Kitchen. Attendees voted on board
appointments, congratulated new and advancing tutors receiving certificates, and
played games. Everyone won great raffle prizes: hand fans, books, videos, and more!
Keep an eye out for an invitation to the next dinner this fall—volunteers, invite your
students!

Thank You for Your Contributions!

Thanks again to all who generously donated to LAC during 2013! Your contributions
provide students and tutors with current training materials, technologies, and
publications—the students, tutors, and other volunteer members of LAC couldn't do it
without you. Please consider LAC as you or your organization consider giving for 2014.

